
Federal Construction General Permit (CGP) (2017) 

Stabilization Deadlines:26 

 
 

Total Amount of Land Disturbance 

Occurring At Any One Time27 

Deadline 

i. Five acres or less (≤5.0) 

Note: this includes sites disturbing more 
than five acres (>5.0) total over the 

course of a project, but that limit 

disturbance at any one time (i.e., phase 

the disturbance) to five acres or less 

(≤5.0) 

 Initiate the installation of stabilization measures 
immediately28 in any areas of exposed soil where 
construction activities have permanently ceased or will 

be temporarily inactive for 14 or more calendar days;29 

and 
 Complete the installation of stabilization measures as 

soon as practicable, but no later than 14 calendar days 

after stabilization has been initiated.30 

 
 

26 EPA may determine, based on an inspection carried out under Part 4.8 and corrective actions required under Part 
5.3, that the level of sediment discharge on the site makes it necessary to require a faster schedule for completing 

stabilization. For instance, if sediment discharges from an area of exposed soil that is required to be stabilized are 

compromising the performance of existing stormwater controls, EPA may require stabilization to correct this problem. 
 

27 Limiting disturbances to five (5) acres or less at any one time means that at no time during the project do the 

cumulative earth disturbances exceed five (5) acres. The following examples would qualify as limiting disturbances at 
any one time to five (5) acres or less: 

1. The total area of disturbance for a project is five (5) acres or less. 
2. The total area of disturbance for a project will exceed five (5) acres, but the operator ensures that no more than 

five (5) acres will be disturbed at any one time through implementation of stabilization measures. In this way, 

site stabilization can be used to “free up” land that can be disturbed without exceeding the five (5)-acre cap to 

qualify for the 14-day stabilization deadline. For instance, if an operator completes stabilization of two (2) acres 

of land on a five (5)-acre disturbance, then two (2) additional acres could be disturbed while still qualifying for the 

longer 14-day stabilization deadline. 
 

28 The following are examples of activities that would constitute the immediate initiation of stabilization: 

1. Prepping the soil for vegetative or non-vegetative stabilization as long as seeding, planting, and/or installation 

of non-vegetative stabilization products takes place as soon as practicable, but no later than one (1) calendar 

day of completing soil preparation; 

2. Applying mulch or other non-vegetative product to the exposed area; 

3. Seeding or planting the exposed area; 

4. Starting any of the activities in # 1 – 3 on a portion of the entire area that will be stabilized; and 

5. Finalizing arrangements to have stabilization product fully installed in compliance with the deadlines for 
completing stabilization. 

 
29 The requirement to initiate stabilization immediately is triggered as soon as you know that construction work on a 
portion of the site is temporarily ceased and will not resume for 14 or more days, or as soon as you know that 

construction work is permanently ceased. In the context of this provision, “immediately” means as soon as practicable, 

but no later than the end of the next business day, following the day when the construction activities have temporarily 

or permanently ceased. 

 
30 If vegetative stabilization measures are being implemented, stabilization is considered “installed” when all activities 

necessary to seed or plant the area are completed. If non-vegetative stabilization measures are being implemented, 

stabilization is considered “installed” when all such measures are implemented or applied. 

 
 

ii. More than five acres (>5.0)  Initiate the installation of stabilization measures 
immediately31 in any areas of exposed soil where 

construction activities have permanently ceased or will 

be temporarily inactive for 14 or more calendar days;32 

and 

 Complete the installation of stabilization measures as 

soon as practicable, but no later than seven (7) calendar 

days after stabilization has been initiated.33 

 


